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Bryce, historian and author of The American Commonwealth.
The two men had a long talk. George came away much im-
pressed.
He had planned, on his return to the United States,12 to re-
sume lecturing. But the times seemed unfavorable. So George
kept the pot boiling by writing articles for the North American
Review, the while concentrating on his manuscript of Protec-
tion or Free Trade. Work on this powerful appeal for freedom
in production as well as for freedom in exchange had been in-
terrupted several times, notably when he had lost more than
a hundred pages of the first draft. George worked diligently.
In the fall and winter of 1885 some of the chapters appeared
serially in seven newspapers.13 The $3,000 received for this more
than paid for publication of the book.
This was done by the author himself under the firm name of
Henry George & Co., which became the sole American pub-
lishers of the cloth editions of the George books.1* His son
Richard was associated with him in this enterprise and was
jokingly known by friends as "Co/*
One day late in 1885, while George was busy with the publi-
cation of Protection or Free Trade, a stranger—a Kentuckian—
called upon him. He was Tom Lofton Johnson. Thirty-one years
old, of average height but so heavy as to be termed "fat," his
face was so beautiful and his smile so beguiling that it charmed
even his enemies. He looked like an adult cherub.
At the age of fifteen Tom Johnson had started to retrieve his
family fortune, which had been lost in the Civil War, by selling
newspapers. Later he became a street car conductor, made some
small but lucrative inventions, and gradually achieved wealth
through more inventions, the acquisition of street railway fran-
chises, and the manufacture of steel rails.
Once, when Johnson was traveling between Indianapolis and
Cleveland, his home town, a train "butcher" recommended
that he read Social Problems. The youthful industrialist turned
it down with the remark that he was "fed up on sex stuff/* The
conductor overheard the conversation and urged him to buy,
explaining that it wasn't "sex stuff* and offering to refund the
half dollar if the book proved uninteresting. So Johnson read.
And soon after he was reading Progress and Poverty. Its argu-
ments converted him, though it seemed against his interest to
be converted. He took the book to his lawyer, L. A. Russell.

